
 

 

FIRST SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

11th October 2016

Agenda item      7              Application ref. 16/00626/FUL

The Coppice School, Abbotts Way, Newcastle

Since the preparation of the main agenda report revised plans have been received lowering 
the overall height of the sports hall extension by around 0.6 metres to a maximum height of 
8.2 metres. The external facing materials proposed for the extension have also been modified 
with the dark grey cladding replaced by a light grey cladding.

The applicant has also submitted further detailed information to the Authority and to Sport 
England regarding the function of existing and proposed sports spaces available to pupils of 
the school. 

The applicant makes the following points:-

 The Coppice Academy is a 100 place Special Educational Needs school offering 
education from age 12 - 18. In 2015 a basic needs assessment was undertaken, the 
assessment concluded that the school accommodation is approximately 40% smaller 
than the current standard requirements. Funding for the construction of additional 
accommodation has been awarded to this school as a result. Basic accommodation 
requirements have been identified and the layout of the existing site interrogated to 
determine the most appropriate proposal to accommodate the required facilities:- 
1. Sports Hall 
2. Music classrooms 
3. Small group rooms 
4. Standard size ICT classroom 
5. Associated ancillary support spaces 
The proposed extensions allow the greatest operational benefits to the school, 
maximising use and accessibility.

 The existing playing field is currently used by the school for the following activities 
(weather permitting): athletics (using a non-standard size 4/6 lane running track); 
football; softball; rounders; tag rugby and orienteering.

 The school also have use of hard play courts on site which can accommodate: 
basketball; 5-a-side; volley ball; quick cricket; netball; and field hockey.

 The remaining playing field provision post building the extension will continue to 
accommodate all of the above and it can be laid out formally to provide: a 7 v 7 mini 
soccer pitch (55m x 43m); two. 5 v 5 mini soccer pitches (43m x 33m); a non-
standard running track (4 lane, 40m straight, 15m radius) (smaller radius than existing 
but longer straight); as well as the existing full size football pitch (measuring around 
80m x 40m).

 The number of extra sports activities the school could provide within the sports hall 
during the school day and throughout the year far outweighs the marginal loss of 
playing field of which use and purpose is dependent on the weather.

 Often the playing fields are used informally by small groups due to the range in ability 
of the pupils across different age groups. Using the playing field for two smaller 
pitches is just as valuable to the school as its use as a single larger pitch, the fields 
are used in this way already.

 External play equipment is currently stored in the garage at the far end of the car 
park, at the northern boundary of the site. The proposed sports hall design includes 
an external store adjacent to the playing fields. The benefit of this proximity means 
pupils can be involved in collecting and setting up equipment and will contribute to 
longer lesson times.

 The school believes the new sports hall will enable them to deliver a specialist 
curriculum that best supports their student’s needs.



 

 

In addition a further consultation response from Sport England has now been received 
confirming that they no longer have any objections.

Your Officer’s comments

The changes to the plans submitted are working amendments to address local objections. 
The reduction in the height of the sports hall proposed is considered to be positive alterations 
in view of addressing residents’ concerns. Whilst your officer view was that the use of a dark, 
recessive grey was appropriate and acceptable there are no objections to the use of lighter 
grey coloured panelling for the external walls

Given that Sport England no longer objects to the loss of playing field and the proposal in 
general there is no longer a requirement to consult the Secretary of State.  The Council can 
issue a decision if minded to permit.

REVISED RECOMMENDATION:-

PERMIT the application, subject to conditions relating to the following:-

1. Approved drawings.
2. Time Limit.
3. Prior approval of all external facing materials.
4. Prior approval and implementation of a Construction Method Statement.
5. The works are completed in accordance with the arboricultural information 
required which shall include the wider drainage installation works.
6. The prior approval and implementation of an Arboricultural Method 
Statement.
7. Trees shown as retained shall be retained and protected throughout the 
construction period.
8. Prior approval of details of mechanical ventilation.
9. That no community use is granted (for the avoidance of any doubt).


